
Youth Firearm
Access & Safety
What is the impact on youth
access to firearms?

Most youth firearms deaths were homicides
(58%), followed by suicides (32%), accidents
(7%) or unknown causes (CDC WONDER).  
Youth firearm deaths in Missouri are more
common in inner cities (19.5 per 100,000
youth) than the rest of the state (4.4-7.3 per
100,000; CDC WONDER).  

In addition to unsecured firearms in the
home, youth may access firearms by
firearms bought for them, friends, theft, or
illegal purchases. 
There are no recent studies on how these
methods vary based on geography or other
demographic features.

Missouri is among the top states for youth
firearm fatality rates (Figure 1; KFF 2020).
Between 2018-2021, firearms and suffocation
were the top causes of injury-related death
among youth under 18 (9.9% and 9.7% of all
youth deaths respectively; CDC WONDER).   

Access. In CO and IA, more rural youth
reported easy access to firearms than those in
urban areas, with the majority of rural youth
reporting access to an unsecured firearm in their
homes (Spark 2021; Jennissen 2021). 

Firearm violence contributes to
many youth fatalities in MO.

Parents may buy a handgun for juvenile use
in ranching, hunting, etc. The youth must
have written permission from their parent to
possess the handgun (ATF).

The U.S. Department of Justice is currently
suing Missouri on the grounds that this
approach “is invalid under the Supremacy
Clause, is preempted by federal law, and
violates the doctrine of intergovernmental
immunity” (DOJ 2022). 

Under federal law, one must be at least 18 years
old to buy a long gun and 21 years old to buy a
handgun from a licensed dealer. Dealers are
federally licensed and follow federal statutes.  

  
MO law states that “federal laws deemed
infringements of United State and Missouri
Constitutions… [such as] any act forbidding the
possession, ownership, use, or transfer of a
firearm, firearm accessory, or ammunition by
law-abiding citizens…” will not be enforced.  

Research Highlights
It is not clear if minors can legally open carry
firearms in permit-less concealed carry states
like Missouri.  

In Missouri, firearms were the leading cause of
injury-related deaths among youth under 18 from
2018-2021.  

Child access prevention laws reduce juvenile
firearm suicides, homicides and firearm assaults.  
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The laws regarding minors and
firearms are unclear in MO.

https://wonder.cdc.gov/controller/datarequest/D158;jsessionid=E44D088AF563B4930A1DD8CD1281
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/deaths-due-to-firearms-by-age/?dataView=1&activeTab=map&currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=0-17&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22%3A%7B%22missouri%22%3A%7B%7D%7D%2C%22wrapups%22%3A%7B%22united-states%22%3A%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22%3A%22Location%22%2C%22sort%22%3A%22asc%22%7D
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8501400/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8501400/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34125019/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34125019/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34125019/
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/qa/may-parent-or-guardian-purchase-firearms-or-ammunition-gift-juvenile-less-18-years-age
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-files-suit-prevent-missouri-restricting-enforcement-federal-firearms-laws
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/qa/may-individual-between-ages-18-and-21-years-age-acquire-handgun-unlicensed-individual
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=1.420&bid=49535
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=1.420&bid=49535
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MO law states that the legislature “…strongly
promotes responsible gun ownership, includ-
ing parental supervision of minors in the
proper use, storage and ownership of all
firearms…” There are no statutory penalties
included in this section. 

In MO, a person must be at least 19 years old
to apply for a concealed carry permit. There
are no stated penalties for open carry
without a concealed carry permit (RSMo
571.101; RSMo 571.037).  

The type of firearm allowed depends on
what animal is being hunted. MO youth need
licenses to hunt deer and turkey (MO MDC).

Age of Possession. MO law allows firearms to
be sold or given to a minor with parent consent,
excluding people who cannot legally possess a
firearm- fugitives from justice and those who are
convicted of a felony, regularly intoxicated by
drugs or alcohol, or judged to be mentally in-
competent (RSMo 571.070).  

Open/Concealed Carry. MO does not require
a permit to carry a concealed firearm. However,
open carry requires a valid concealed carry
permit (RSMo 571.037).  

In MO, youth (6-15) can hunt. At age 11, youth
can get certified in hunter education and hunt
certain animals alone. If not certified, they must
hunt with an adult who is (MO MDC). 

MOST Policy Initiative is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that provides nonpartisan research information to
members of the Missouri General Assembly upon request. This Science Note is intended for informational purposes
and does not indicate support or opposition to a particular bill or policy approach. A full list of references used in
this Science Note may be found at  https://mostpolicyinitiative.org/science-note/youth-firearm-access-
and-safety/  . Please contact info@mostpolicyinitiative.org with any questions. 

Between 1981 and 2017, laws that restricted
juvenile firearm access and raised the age
of purchase to 21 reduced youth suicide (13%
and 6% respectively; Kappelman 2021;
Kivisto 2020). 
Child-access prevention laws decrease
homicides and firearm assault injuries
among young people (RAND 2023).  
In a national study, states that held the
firearm owner responsible for negligent
storage had a 15% decrease in firearm
homicides (Azad 2020). 

Firearm homicides increased by 23% after
Missouri’s permit-to-purchase law was
repealed in 2007 (Webster 2014).

One national study found a 7% higher
firearm homicide rate in shall-issue com-
pared to may-issue states (Knopov 2019). 
Firearm homicides in FL increased by 31.6%
after a “stand-your-ground-law" was enact-
ed in 2005 (Humphreys 2017). 

Child Access Prevention. Limits to youth
firearm access such as secure firearm storage
and minimum age requirements can reduce gun
violence among young people (RAND). 

Other Firearm Policies. There is some evidence
that policies such as dealer background checks,
purchaser waiting periods, firearm surrender,
and prohibitions of firearm possession for select
offenders lower homicide rates (RAND).  

 
Shall-issue laws, where a permit must be given if
the applicant meets the standards set in law,
and ‘stand-your-ground’ laws increase firearm
homicides (RAND 2023).  

Firearm policies impact youth 
safety.

Figure 1. Firearm death rate (per 100,000) in youth.
Adapted from KFF 2020. 

Read our Science Note on Secure Firearm
Storage for more information on how firearm
storage impacts firearm deaths. 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=1.410&bid=49534
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.101&bid=33875&hl=
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.037&bid=29703
https://mdc.mo.gov/permits/permit-exemptions
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.060&bid=33625
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.070&bid=48671
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.037&bid=29703
https://mdc.mo.gov/permits/permit-exemptions
https://mdc.mo.gov/permits/permit-exemptions
https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Fmostpolicyinitiative.org%2Fscience-note%2Fyouth-firearm-access-and-safety%2F&design=DAFbhIEmQEE&accessRole=owner&linkSource=comment
mailto:info@mostpolicyinitiative.org
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33876479/
https://www.jaacap.org/article/S0890-8567(20)31882-7/fulltext#secsectitle0050
https://www.rand.org/research/gun-policy/analysis/child-access-prevention/violent-crime.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7052788/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11524-014-9865-8
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31665302/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27842169/
https://www.rand.org/research/gun-policy.html
https://www.rand.org/research/gun-policy/analysis.html
https://www.rand.org/research/gun-policy/analysis/concealed-carry/violent-crime.html
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/deaths-due-to-firearms-by-age/?dataView=1&activeTab=map&currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=0-17&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22%3A%7B%22missouri%22%3A%7B%7D%7D%2C%22wrapups%22%3A%7B%22united-states%22%3A%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22%3A%22Location%22%2C%22sort%22%3A%22asc%22%7D
https://mostpolicyinitiative.org/science-note/secure-firearm-storage/

