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Goat grazing has been used to manage weeds and
the threat of wildfires, while avoiding or reducing the
use of harsh chemicals or labor-intensive methods
(Lovreglio 2014; Rathfon 2021; Rosa Garcia 2012).
e Goat diets largely consist of shrubs, while sheep
and cattle primarily eat grass (Walker 1994).

Livestock can control the growth of plants that (1)
grow where they can reach, and (2) are small enough
for them to eat and digest (Lovreglio 2014).
e Goats prefer to feed at eye level and above,
eating top down from a plant (Lovreglio 2014).
e Goats can climb and stand on their hind legs,
reaching food that other grazing animals cannot
(up to 2 meters; Lovreglio 2014, Walker 1994).

Wildfire threat reduction. Animal grazing removes
small vegetation that fuels fires, which breaks up
large areas that fuel wildfires (Lovreglio 2014).

Grazing can slow the spread of fires and reduce fire
intensity, but it does not significantly reduce the
chance of fires starting (Lovreglio 2014).
e Grazing alongside other vegetation maintenance
(cutting, controlled burns) can reduce sources of
fuel that goats cannot eat.

Some US military camps (e.g., Camp Williams) and
communities (e.g., municipalities, companies) in NV,
CA, ID, GA, and IL use goats for wildfire management
(Lovreglio 2014; Kendrix 2013).

e In 2013, goat grazing for fire management in
Cleveland National Forest cost $400-$500 per
acre, about a third the cost of other methods
(e.g., manual cutting; Kendrix 2013).
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Vegetation management. Goat grazing can
effectively manage unwanted and invasive plant
species in both urban and rural settings due to:

Resistance to toxic plants. Goats tolerate

certain natural chemicals toxic to humans and
eat a varied diet that dilutes the poisonous
effects of certain plants (Lovreglio 2014).
e Goats are better equipped than sheep or
cattle at managing poisonous brush weeds
such as poison ivy (Rosa Garcia 2012).

Example: Goats have cleared poison ivy in Ann
Arbor, MI (CAAN n.d.).

Mobility. Goats can access areas that are hard
for humans or large equipment to access.

Examples: Goats have been used to clear
vegetation under power lines in NH (Rosa Garcia
2012). The Congressional Cemetery used goats
to limit invasive plants in areas where large
equipment could not be used (HCC 2014).

Unique diet. Goats effectively manage invasive
shrubs in hardwood forests (Rathfon 2021).
e Grazing is most effective at reducing
invasive species with multiple visits followed
by manual cutting or chemical tfreatment.

Example: Goats have managed invasive yellow

starthistle at the Hollister Hills State Vehicular
Recreation Area in CA (CA n.d.).
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